LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

currently make up a larger
proportion of those unemployed or
in the poverty range. Although
much of the unemployment, homelessness, and poverty is found in
the big urban areas, it is the rural
areas, even more than the urban
areas, that are being hit the hardest
with the opioid crisis, but this too
is changing rapidly. Therefore, the
data that exist today point to both
the “demand” side and the “supply”
side contributing to the problem we
have with opioids.
So where does that leave us?
Much has been and more is needed
to investigate possible biological components of addiction and its treatments as well as of other mental
health conditions. However, what
we are dealing with now involves
more than just the biology of a disease. It involves the social issues that
we have been discussing. It also
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involves the spiritual issues for each
human being living now in an
increasingly secular world. Finding
meaning and purpose in our lives
and ability to live with the imperfections that we all have and will have
must be part of the discussion if we
are ever to ﬁnd a solution that will
begin to turn this crisis around.
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CORRECTION
In the Brief Report entitled,
“Gut
Microbial
Carbohydrate
Metabolism Hinders Weight Loss
in Overweight Adults Undergoing
Lifestyle Intervention With a
Volumetric Diet” published in
the August 2018 issue of Mayo
Clinic Proceedings (Mayo
Clin
Proc. 2018;93(8):1104-1110), a second corresponding author was not
listed. The second corresponding author
is Vandana Nehra, MD, Division of
Gastroenterology and Hepatology,
Mayo Clinic, 200 First St SW, Rochester,
MN 55950 (nehra.vandana@mayo.edu).
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mayocp.2018.08.003

1331

